
 

 

Linguistic Model of application in the field of Education in the 

  AUTONOMOUS REGION OF VALENCIA1 

 Name of the language: Catalan/Valencian 

 Status of the language: Official (named Valencian in the Statute of Autonomy of the Autonomous 
region of Valencia) 

 Classification of the language according to the UNESCO: Not applicable 

 Protected under the Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 

 

General description of the linguistic model of application in the territory 

The language model of the Valencian education system is set by the Law 4/2018, of 21 February, on the 
Promotion of the Plurilingualism, which regulates and promotes plurilingualism in the Valencian educational 
system. All educational centers supported by public funds must apply the Multilingual and Intercultural 
Education Program (known in Catalan as Programa d’Educació Plurilingües i Intercultural -PEPLI) described 
in the aforementioned law.  

This program (PEPLI) establishes that at least 25 % of class hours are taught in Valencian/Catalan and another 
25% in Spanish, the official languages of the territory; besides, at least between 15% and 25% of class hours 
are taught in English. This rule applies in the whole formal education with the exception of universities.   

Each school has its own set of regulations with regard to the remaining percentage of class hours, which can 
be taught in Catalan, Spanish, English or in a foreign language. This linguistic distribution must meet 
sociolinguistic criteria.  

The key objective of the Law 4/2018 is to guarantee that all students achieve a multilingual competence at 
the end of the compulsory education: oral and written proficiency of Valencian/Catalan and Spanish; and 
functional proficiency of one or two foreign languages. 

Under this heading, the Law 4/2018 -in line with the recommendations made by the public universities of 
the Autonomous region of Valencia- stablishes an optimum distribution percentage of class ours in order to 
meet the objectives set by the Law, which is estimated to be 50 % in Valencian/Catalan; 25 % in English and 
another 25% in Spanish language.  

 

 Total number of primary students (basic education) enrolled in public and private institutions 

(schooling year 2017/2018): 485.215 

 Total number of secondary students (middle school) enrolled in public and private institutions 

(schooling year 2018/2019): 219.864 

 
1 Source: Directorate-General Language Policy and Multilingualism of the Government of Valencia. 
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2 Data provided refer to the primary schools (basic education); the linguistic model will apply to secondary schools as of 
the academic year 2020-2021. 


